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spirit, in European schools of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies" (Mayhew, The Education of India, p. 85). What has happened
in the West has also happened in the East. The only difference is
that instead of the Indian languages coming into their own a century
ago as the Indian classical languages made way; English took the
place as a temporary expedient. Indian nationalism had not then
developed as it is to-day, and India is not yet self-governing. The
new Constitution for India, discussed in 1935, lays down the pro-
vision that all the proceedings in the Federal Legislature and in the
Provincial Legislatures shall be conducted in the English language,
a departure being allowed only in case of persons unacquainted or
not sufficiently acquainted with the English language. This is a
direct consequence of the overlordship of England over India. It
is an accident in the history of India; it is not a general feature of
the introduction of "Western" education in the East, And it has
parallels in the West itself. The general rule, irrespective of the
East and the West, seems to be that when one linguistic group
acquires political power over another, the language of the former
is made the medium of instruction at the higher, if not at all stages
of education. In Italy, German and Slovene have been prohibited
since 1927, and Italian has been made universal; in Malta, Maltese
has been accepted by the British Government, besides English, but
Italian is prohibited; education in Gibraltar is in English. It was not
because German, Italian, and Spanish were unequal to serve as
media for higher education, but because they were not the languages
approved by the rulers of the countries. In Turkey, Egypt, Iraq,
China and Japan education is imparted in the mother-tongues.
Arabic, which was found to be incompetent to convey Western
education in India in 1835, has now been found to be competent
in Egypt and Iraq. At the beginning of the new era in Japan, in
1868, the Japanese language was no more competent to be the
vehicle for Western education than Arabic or Sanskrit in India. It
is to-day, China has only recently decided on a national language
for the whole country. In Formosa the medium of instruction for
secondary and higher education is Japanese; in French India it is
French; in Portuguese India it is Portuguese; and it was Persian
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